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This poem iIs the last composed by
George Seferis and constitutes @
complaint against the dictatorship and -
much more - an empted to violent
punishment that should be attributed to
the afrocious dictators.



The dictatorship, which was going through its fifth year,
causing strong dissatisfaction to the poet,
who through a random connotation conjures of
the punishment imposed on Ardiaio
- a fratricidal and patricide tyrant in Pamphylia -

as recorded in Plato's Republic.



Always during the spring, at his days (March 25, 1971)

on the anniversary of the liberatory revolution of the
Greek Nation (March 25, 1821)

the poet chooses isolation
instead of the Junta’ s masguerade and parade.
In the litfle yellow flowers, called Aspalathos

he distinguishes the certain punishment of Tyrants.



EMNIAZNAAAGQN

'HTav dpadio TO YOLVIO TN YEQQA EKEIVN TOL
EvayyeAiouoL.

TTAAI JE TNV ov0|§n

AlyoOTA TIPACIVA PLAAG YOPW OTIG
OKooploopevag TTETPEC

TO KOKKIVO X(WHQA KAl Ol AOTIAAQBOI
SEiXVOVTAG £TOIUA TA pEYAAQ TOLC PeAOVIA
KAl TOLG KiTpNoog avOoug.

ATTOHEPQ Ol APXaliEG KOAOVEG, XOPEEG HIAG
GPTIAG TTOL AVTNXODY

aKoun..
FoAhvn
-Ti ytroEEl va yoL BLUIcE TOV APSIAIO EKEIVOV;

Mia Ae€n oTov MAATwVa BapPw, XapEvn GTOL
HLAAOL

T' ALAGKIA.

T' OVOUA TOL KITPIVOL BAPVOL

Sev aAae aTto Keivoug TOLG KAIPOULG.

To Bpadu BpNka TNV TTEQIKOTIN:

“Tov £6ecav XelpoTTodapa” Yag Atel

“Tov £pIEav Xauw Kal Tov ydapav

TOV ECLPAYV TTAPAUEQT TOV KATAEEOKIOAV
ATTAV® OTOLG AYKABEPOLS ACTTAAABOLGS

Kal rrrwov Kal Tov Tetaéav otov TapTapo
KOLPEN".

'ETO1 OTOV KATW KOOHO TTAEPGVE TA KPIPATA TOL

O MappLAIog 0 Apdiaiog o TTAvVABAIOG
Topavvog

31 Tov MapTn 1971



Today, once again during the spring,
we, the students who participate in this Project,
remember the Poet
and fry to remind to all types of Ardiaio - Tyrants of nowdays
that the thorns of Aspalathos still remain ready ...
None of the Tyrants has ever been left unpunished.




On Aspalathoi
Sounion was lovelg that spring Aag the [T east of the

Annunciation. SParse green leaves around rust-coloured stone, red
earth) and asPalathoi with their huge thorns and their 9CHOW flowers

alreac!g out. ]n the distance the ancient Co]umns) strings of a harp still

vibrating...

Feacc. What could have made me think of Ar&iaios’? Fossi519 a word
in [lato, buried in the mind's furrows: the name of the ge”ow

bush hasn't change& since his time. Tl’uat evening | found the
passage: ’Theg bound him hand and foot! it says, ‘they Flung him
down and ﬂaged him, tlﬂcg clraggecl him along gashing his flesh on
thorng aspalathoi, and tlﬁcg went and threw him into ] artarus, torn to
shreds.

I this way Ardiaios, the terrible Famphg]ian tyrant Paid for his crimes
in the nether world.

(translated }33 Edmund Keelcg and Fhilip Sherrard)
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